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the law, the administration, all had wholly lost the sense
of fornication being a sin,! :

A short time before World War I, an agency was es-
tablished in France on the principle that every woman,
whatever her condition, her surroundings, her fortune or
her habitual moral conduct, could always be persuaded
for "a new experience”. It announced that any man who
wished to have relations with a lady should only take the
- trouble of communicating her address and send a few
france for expenses. Then, persuading the lady for the
"business" was the agency’s lookout. The registers main-
tained by the agency revealed that a large number of
people from all classes of the French society had carried
out "business" through 'it, "under the official protection
of the police and the municipal authority". (P, 16)

"Let it be enough to say that immorality between
- near relatives, even sometimes between father and
daughter, and between brother and sister, are not very
uncommon in certain districts of France and certain
populous quarters of our great towns",(P. 35).

Prevalence of Obscenity

M. Bulot who was the Attorney-General of France
before World War I, estimated at half a million the num-
ber of women who sold their body.. French prostitutes
cannot be compared to the prostitutes elsewhere. They
belong to a cultured and civilized country, so their busi-
ness is conducted in a more. orderly and modern fashion.
They avail of all the facilities provided by the art of adver-
tising. ' Newspapers, printed and illustrated cards,
telephone, personal calls, in-short, all "civilized" ways to
-attract the people’s attention are fully employed by
them; and the public conscience i8 not pricked. On the
contrary, the women who attain extraordinary success in
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at abortion, some babies do succeed in seeing the light of
the day they are given inhuman treatment at the land, of
their own guardians. Paul Bureau expresses this tragic
~ factin the following words:

"From time to time the newspapers report the mar-
tyrdom of children whom their parents ill-treat, tor-
ture of cripple; but besides these cases there is the
suffering, of which neighbours are aware, of those
other unwanted little ones who are blamed for

- having come into the world, for having disturbed
the pleasure and selfishness of the others. For lack
of courage people shrink from abortion in order to
stop a pregnancy which "ought not” to have oc-
curred, but the innocent child will pay for the
misadventure." (P. 74).

This malicious attitude has touched extreme
limits. Once a working girl was so much delighted at the
death of her six-month-old child that she danced and
sang out of sheer joy by its corpse and exclaimed:

"We certainly won’t have another. My husband and

- I are greatly relieved by this one’s death. Think
what a little baby is; it cries all the time, it dirties
its clothes and one is never one with it". (P. 75).

The more tragic part of this malady is that it is
spreading fast, with the government and law courts
giving scant attention to this. For instance, once two
girls were produced before the Court Assize for the Loire
district on the charge of killing their babies, and both
were acquitted. One of them had drowned her infant,
though her relatives had offered to bring up the child, as
they had done in the case of another to whom she had
previously given birth, But the mother was determined
not to let it live. The court let her off observing that her
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"When We give them authority in the earth, they stablish salat,
pay zakat enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil". (22 41)

There is a soldier who goes about sowing his wild oats, and there
is a soldier who takes the risk of his life in order to protect
human moral values and teach the world lessons of piety and
purity. Has man become so depraved that he cannot distinguish
between the two? ‘

"More coffins than cradles", wrote a German author with regard
to the French; and added, "Thus must disappear through their
own fault the nations who have broken the fundamental-laws of
life". (P. 208).

"A people whose women are not convinced that there is nothing
more heautiful for them then to be a good wife and mother, is a
people who has sefious reason to be alarmed for its future’.
(Conquest of Happiness by Bertrand Russell, p. 209) —Tr.
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The weekly news magazine TIME in its Asia Edition, dated
January 24, 1964, describes under the heading "Modern Living™
the Second Sexual Revolution” that has taken place in America.
The following brief excerpts are revealing:

"Now it sometimes seems that all America is one big Orgone
Box... With today’s model it is no longer necessary to sit in
cramped quarters for a specific time. Improved and enlarged to
encompass the continent, the big machine words on-its subjects
continuously, day and night. From innumerable screens and
stage, posters and pages, it flashes the larger-than-life-sized
images of sex. From countless racks and shelves, it pushes the
books which a few years ago were considered pornography. From
myriad loud-speakers, it broadcasts the words and rhythms of
pop-music erotica. And constantly, over the intellectual Muzak,
comes the message that sex will save you and libido make you
free... The Grecks who have grown up with the memory of
Aphrodite can only gape at the American goddess, silken and
seminude, in a million advertisements... The U.S. seems to be un-
dergoing a revolution of mores and an erosion of morals that is
turning it into what Reich called a ‘sex affirming culture...!

"Parents, educators and the guardians of morality at large do
pull themselves together to say ‘don’t’, but they usually sound
half-hearted... No new Kinsey report or Galtup poll can chart the
most private — and most universal — of subjects..."

"American clothes nowadays manage to be both free and attrac-
tive ... necklines are down, skirts are up, ski pants are tight,
girdles are out, and figures are better than ever, to which there
can be very few objections..."”

"It is part and symptom of an era in which morals are widely
held to be both private and relative, in which pleasure is increas-
ingly considered an almost constitutional right rather than a
privilege, in which selfdenial is increasingly seen as foolishness
rather than virtue. While science has reduced fear of long-
dreaded carthly dangers, such as pregnancy and VD, skepticism
has diminished fear of* divine punishment. ..."

... on the basis of Kinsey and a few:smaller, more recent
studies, the vast majority of American men and at least half the
women how have sexual intercourse before marriage. ..."

"Dr. Graham Blaine Jr., estimates that within the past 15 years
the number of college boys who had intercourse before gradua-
tion rose from 50% to 60%, the number of college girls from 25%
to 40%. A Purdue sociologist estimates that one out of six brides
is pregnant. ..."
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"Laws of Sex ", p. 204.

“The big new development is the oral contraceptive pill widely
used and even more widely discussed both at college and at home.
A considerate boy asks a girl politely, "Are you on pills?" If not, he
takes the precautions himself. ..."

In spite of all this, the number of illegitimate children born to
teen-age mothers rose from 8.4 per thousand in 1940 to 16 in
1961, in the 20-to-25 age group from 11.2 per thousand to 41.1."

"..when New York girls speak of a date as N.A.T.O., they mean
contemptuously, "No Action, Talk Only."

"... the U.S. is for ever trying to banish sin from the universe...
and finding new sins to worry about... Psychoanalyst Rolls May
believes that it has minimised extreme social anxiety but in-
creased internal tension..." -

Mcfadden — Manhood and Marriage, p. 82.

According to Dr. Jacobziner, Assistant Cémmisioner of the New
York City Department of Health, "Of all the maternal deaths in
N. York City in 1962, over 50 p.c. resulted from eriminal abor-
tions". (Reader’s Digest, March, 1964, p. 135) — Tr.










































































































































144 Purdah ;md the Status of Woman in Islam

is that what we regard as harmful to the well-being of
society may not be endorsed by others. But if the view
point of the other people in this regard falls in line with
ours, they will also feel like imposing the same restric-
tions on art and aesthetics as we do. :

It is further argued that segregating men and
women and imposing curbs on their free intermingling
with a view to preventing illicit relationship will amount
to attacking their morals and character. It implies that
every individual is being regarded as of doubtful charac-
ter, and so, the people who desire to impose such curbs
have neither faith in their men nor in their women. It all
sounds very reasonable but let us take this argument a
little further. Every lock that has been put on any door
implies that the master of the house has taken the
whole world for thieves, The presence of any policeman
anywhere means the  government considers all its sub-
Jects as scoundrels. Any deed that is prepared at a trans-
action suggests that dhe party doubts the integrity of the
other. Every preventive measure that is adopted to stop
incidence of crime signifies that all the people who may
be affected by it have been taken for possible criminals.
Thus, according to this argument every single individual
- is being regarded as a thief, a scoundrel, a dishonest fel-
low and a person of doubtful character every moment,
but nobody seems to feel at all offended by this insult.
Then, how is it that with regard to only sex affairs people
should have become so sensitive?

The real cause of all this is not difficult to find. The
~ people who still have some vestige of the old moral con-
- cepts left in their minds treat fornication and sexual
anarchy as vicious but not so vicious as may need to be
absolutely eradicated, This explains the difference bet-
ween our respeetive viewpoints with regard to the intro-
- duction of reformative and preventive measures. I the
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wisdom dawns on these people and they realize the cor-
rect nature of the problem they will agree that as long as
man remains with the element of animality in him, no
civilization that holds the general well-being of society
dearer than the personal desires and lusts of its in-
dividuals can afford to overlook the importance of these
measures.

\'

Correct Marital Relations

After the family set-up and eradication of sexual
lawlessness, the necessary prerequisite for a clean com-
munity life is to determine the correct nature of the
relationship between man and woman; their rights and
responsibilities, their status and duties in the family
circle, strictly according to the principles of justice and
fairplay. Intricate as this problem of man’s community
life is, its solution has always baffled him from the ear-
liest times.

Some nations have given woman the governing
“position in state affairs. History does not present the
record of any nation which made the woman the ruler of
its affairs, and won honour and glory, or performed a
work of dlstmctlon

Many nations in the world made man the governor
over woman, but man has generally abused his position.
The woman at his hands has been reduced to bond-
woman and inhumanely treated; she has been deprived
of her economic and social rights, and made an instru-
ment of sexual indulgence. Qutside the family circle a
section of women was no doubt acquainted with
knowledge and culture, but they were in fact educated
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and trained to satisfy man’s sexual demands in a more
gratifying manner. They were trained to provide man
with the pleasure of the ear by their music, pleasure of
the eye by their coquetry, and pleasure of the body by
their sexual attractions. As regards woman, this was the
most disgraceful device invented by man out of sheer self-
ishness, and the nations which adopted it were doomed
to tragic end.

Modern Western civilization adopted another
course. This is the way of equality between man and
woman; of their equal and similar responsibilities, com-
petition in the same fields of activity, winning one’s own
bread and attaining self-sufficiency in all respects. This
kind of social reorganization in the West has not yet at-
tained all its objectives on account of man’s natural supe-
riority in every field. Nowhere in life has the woman
been able to equal the man. Moreover, she has not been
given all those rights that should have accrued from per-
fect equality. But whatever equality has been given, it
has corrupted community life. The details of the tragic
consequences have already been given in the foregoing
pages, and therefore, no further comment is needed.

All these three social systems are devoid of justice,
balance and proportion, because they have not taken any
guidance from nature and have thus failed to adopt a way
in accord with its will and purpose. A little straight think-
ing will prove that nature itself points to the correct solu-
tion of these problems, And it is because of the strong in-
fluence of nature that the woman could neither fall
below nor exceed beyond a certain limit in spite of her
own inclination and the utmost efforts made by man in
that regard. Both the extremes of low and high that man
has followed are the outcome of his defective reasoning
and perverted thought. But nature likes the way of jus-
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tice and fairplay and it itself suggests the practical
balanced middle course.

No one can deny the fact that as human beings
man and woman are equal. Both make up the human
race as its equal constituent parts. Both are equal
partners in building up community life, creating and
bringing about civilization, and thus serving humanity.
Both have been endowed with hearts, brains and reason-
ing power, and both possess feeling, desires and the
other human urges. Both stand in need of mental and in-
tellectual training and education so that they may duly
contribute to the happiness and welfare of society. In
view of these facts the claim for equality is absolutely jus-
tified, and every good civilization is duty bound to afford
its women the opportunities along with men of develop-
ing their natural abilities. They should also be provided
the facilities.for educational advancement; they should
also be given social and economic rights like men; and
they should also be granted an honourable place in
society so that they may also develop self-respect and
thereby their latent human qualities. The nations which
have denied their womenfolk this kind of equality, which
have kept them ignorant and illiterate, and which have
deprived them of social rights, have ultimately been
doomed. For to debase and corrupt one half of humanity
is to debase and corrupt the whole community. How can
wretched, uncultured, ignorant and illiterate mothers
rear and bring up children who would turn out to be
proud, cultured and enlightened human beings?

But the other aspect of equality is that man and
the woman should have the same field of activity, that
their activities should be similar, that they should have
to shoulder equal responsibilities in all spheres of life,
and that they should have identical positions in society.
In support of this view it is contended on the basis of



148 Purdah and the Status of Woman in Islam

scientific observation and experiment that man and
woman are equipotential as regards their physical
strength and ability. But their being equipotential in this
respect is not a sufficient and strong enough basis for the
claim that nature also requires them to have the same
sorts of pursuits. For such a claim cannot be justified un-
less it is established that both man and woman possess
identical physiologi/cal structures, that both have been
entrusted with similar duties by nature, and endowed
with similar psychological dispositions. The scientific
research that has been carried out so far does not lend
support to any of these hypotheses.

It has been established by biolegical research that
woman is different from man not only in her appearance
and external physical organs but also i the protien
molecules of tissue cells.

From the time the sex formation of the foetus
begin, the physiological structures of the two begin to
develop differently. The female physical system is
evolved in such a way that it can bear and rear children
easily. It is to meet the requirements of this end that all
physiological changes take place in the female body from
infancy to maturity, and it is the demands of this very

end that determine its future course of development
also.

As soon as a girl attains maturity, menstruation
starts affecting the functioning of all her physical organs.
The investigations made by famous biologists and phy-
siologists show that during menstruation the following
changes take place in the female organism:

1. The power of resistance in the body decreases

with the result that heat is lost unduly, result-
ing in fall of temperature.
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the most advanced circles of the Soviet intel-
ligentsia. The condescension and contempt marked
in the attitude towards woman is so general that
often we even fail to notice it. Moreover, women
themselves have become so thoroughly inured to it
that they are prone to regard a radically different
attitude as something unworthy of the male or
even as evidence of weakness and perhaps impor-
tance on his part”.

"If we broach this topic to a scientist, a writer, a stu-
dent of a workers’ college, a "Nepman" (private
trader), or a one hundred per cent proletarian, it
soon becomes apparent that he does not regard
woman as an equal. If we review the contemporary
novel even by a most advanced writer, we are cer-
tain to encounter here and there passages betray-
ing this condescending attitude towards woman"
(Pp. 194-95).

“This may be explained by the present period of ad-
justment and also because here the revolutionary
principles collide with the very important cir-
cumstances, namely, the biological inequality of
the sexes with their unequal burdens”. (P. 77).

But why? See another extract and you may draw
the conclusion: "Frankly speaking, symptoms of
sexual anarchy are found among all workers. This
is a very serious condition, threatening the socialis-
tic order, and should be combated in every possible
way, for the struggle on this front is very difficult.
" could mention thousands of cases of sexual licen-
tiousness, not only among the uninformed, but
among the most intelligent and advanced members
of the working class.: (Pp. 202-203).
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‘How clear and plain is the evidence provided by
these extracts! On the one hand, it is conceded that na-
ture itself has allowed no equality between man and
woman, that no attempt to establish equality in practical
life has borne fruit, and that all effort to establish such
an equality against the will of nature have resulted in
opening the flood-gates of indecency, endangering the
well-being of society itself. On the other, it is asserted
that the rights of the woman should not be restricted in
the social system, and if any restrictions are imposed,
they will be resented and opposed. There cannot be a
greater proof of how man — even an educated, sensible
and well-informed man — can become such a slave to his
personal whims as to ignore the results of his own
research, belie his own observations, and instead, pursue
his personal desires, no matter how strong may be the
arguments provided by his own sciences against his at-
titude and how conclusive and clear the reasons and con-
sequences that come to his notice against his trends.

"Think! who, besides Allah, can guide the man who
makes his lust his god, the man whom Allah wills
to misleaded, setting a seal upon his ears and heart
drawing a veil over his eyes? Will you not take
heed?" (Al-Qur’an, 45: 23)

Moderation of Islamic Law

In this world of immoderation and excesses, there
is only one social system that excels in moderation and
balance, that provides duly for each aspect of human na-
ture, even for its very minor aspects. This system ac-
quaints one with man’s physical structure, his animal in-
stinct, his human nature, his psychological traits and his
natural urges in a complete and comprehensive way. It
keeps in view the will of nature in the creation of all
these aspects and provides for each one of these per-
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The existence of both the active and the passive
partners is equally important for the functioning of
the factory Neither the "activity”" of the active
partner is in any way exalted nor the "passivity" of
the passive partner in any way debased. The excel-
lence of an active partner is that he should possess
the ability to act and also the other masculine
qualities, so that he may effectively perform the
active part of hig duty in the sexual relation. In con-
trast to this, the excellence of a passive partner is
that she possesses the feminine quahtles to an ex-
tent that she may carry out the passive part of the
sexual relation well. As a matter of fact, only a
foolish, unskilled person can think of removing
even a minor part of an ordinary machine and
employing it for a function for which it has not
been actually designed. In the first place, he will
not succeed in his aim; and if he tries seriously, he
will only succeed in breaking the machine itself.
Similar is the case with the great machine of the
world. Only the foolish, inexperienced people can
think of replacing the active partners in it by the
passive partners, and vice versa. But the Maker of
the machine can never commit such a folly. He will
employ’ the active part in its right place and
develop it accordingly, and employ the passive part
“in its own right place, and arrange to develop in it
the desired qualities of passivity.

"Activity" in itself is naturally superior to "passt-
vity" and femininity. This superiority is not due to
any merit in masculinity against any demerit in
feminity. It is rather due to the fact of possessing
natural qualities of dominance, power and autho-
rity. A thing that acts upon something else is able
to do so on account of its being dominant, more
powerful and impressive. On the other hand, the
thing that submits and yields, behaves so simply
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and abiding companionship between them as exists
between the dress and the body. As has been ex-
plained at length before, this relation between the
sexes is the bedrock on which the human civi-
lization is built, The words ’that you may find rest
and joy in them" allude to the fact that woman is
the source of peace and comfort for man and that
the natural function of the woman is to provide for
the man a place of peace and comfort in his world,
which is ridden with struggle, toil and hardship.
This is the home life of man whose significance and
.importance has been overlooked by the Westerners
in pursuit of material gains, The fact, however, is
that this aspect of life is as important and neces-
sary as any other aspect of civilization for the well-
being of the social and community life of man.

This sexual relation not only demands mutual love
between the male and the female but also it
demands that they should have a deep spiritual
relation with their offspring, the direct result of
their sexual relationship. The Divine Will has en-
dowed man, and especially the woman, with such a
physical structure and natural course of pregnancy
and suckling that the love of offspring becomes her
very nature. The Qur’an says:

"His mother bedrs him with much pain and he is
not weaned before he is fwo years of age”. (31: 14)

"With much pain his mother bears him, and with
much pain she brings him into the world. He is
born and weaned in thirty month". (46: 15)

The man also loves his offspring though his love is
not as intense as of the mother.

















































































C’hapter 12

Social System of Islam _ III

Safeguards

1.

HIS was an outline of the Social System of Islam.
~ M Before we proceed further, let us again have a look
at the main features of this system:

The object of this system is to keep the social en-
vironment as clean as possible of all sorts of sexual
excitements and stimulations, so as to enable man
to develop his physical and mental abilities in a
pure and peaceful atmosphere, so that he may play
his role effectively in the building up of cwlllzatlon
with conserved energies.

Sex relations should be restricted to marriage only.
Not only should sexual lawlessness outside mar-
riage be curbed, but as far as possible dispersion of
sexual ideas should also be controlled.

Woman'’s sphere of activity should be segregated
from that of man’s. They should be entrusted with
separate responsibilities in the social life according
to their respective natures and mental and physical
abilities.. And their mutual relationships should be
so organized that they cooperate with each other
within lawful limits, and do not transgress these
limits to interfere with the duties of the opposite
Sex.

Man should have the position of a governor in the
family and the rest of the members in the family
should obey him,































































































































































































































































