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sharing the joy ke had found himself and
ocame down to the plains to broadcast it. In
1903 he sailed for Japan where he speat only
a fortnight, giving his message and attracting
vast audiences, Swami Rama left Japan for
San Francisco in November 1903 and stayed
for two years in Americn. leaving a lasting
impression on the Americans by his teachings
and the extremely simple life he led amidst
them. Tnreply toa questionnaire thore he
said: “I live in tane with tho Infinite; I find
there is someono to feed me when Lam hungry
and someone to give me water when I am
thirsty, I need nothing more. I never had

any difficulty.”

Powers of Eloquence,

Swami Rams was gifted with wonderful
powers of eloquence, by means of which he
oonveyed his message to the people. When
it was proposed to confer an Fonorary Degree

of Doctorate on him for his lectures in one of
the Californian Universities, he thn.ukfuliy
declined the honour.

Bwami Rama returned to Indiain 1905, visi!
sing Egypt on his way and delivering lecturé
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Tt might be well to conclude this articlo-
by saying that such leading genius comes.
into this world only for a short time, not to
“finish”” their plan, but simply to suggest it
to their survivors. Like lightning their work
is only suggestive, and never exhaustive.
They throw some guidings hints to the world
and disappear; they form part of the great
eonstructive force working in its inscrut-
ible ways.

May Rama’s lifo and teachings be g
guide and inspiration to all!
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hatreds and animosities between the various
sects. According to Rama, “Ihe gigantis
forces in India of teeming millicns do not
co-work, do not co-operate. One force nulli-
fies the other, one force counterbalances the
other, and consequently the resultant natio-
nal force is nothing. The suporstitions
centering of love in outward ritual forms,
the blind focussing of feelings in ceremonics
and cxternal bodies and jgnorant and
implicit faith reposed in the reality
of appearances, and rigidity of ciroumstances
has brought about race hatred, sectarianiem,
party spitit, and caste feelings to such am
extent that the people cunnot put their wills
together and cannot produce the marvellous
dynamic power which always acerues to a.
nation from a practical realization of uhder-
lying unity and oncness despite all phenome-
nal differences. And this lack of applied
Vedanta among the masses makes India s
house divided against itselfl. The relations
among the numerous perties are miserably
strained. That is the bane of India, and this
spirit of division is inflamed and encouraged
by the alien rulers.” o
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given a hearty welcome by the Mohammed
ans. ‘Rama delivered a lecture in Persian
in ., their Great Mosque. The Egyptian
papers declared Swami Rema as & great
genius, to meet whom was one of the greatest
privileges. Prof. Taka Kutsu, one of the
then Sanskrit Professors of the Tokyo Impe-
rial University remarked that Rama was the
only true Indian philosopher he had seen.

Puran Singh, a poet, biographer, and
ardent disciple of Rama, wrote that Rama
was immensely changed in his outlook after
his American tour, and wrote:— There was
3 flash from Rama’s eyes, when he sai
“Sacrifice will secure the freedom of this
country, Rama’s head must go, then Puran’s,
then, of a hundred others before .the country
can be free. India, Mother India, must be
free’—1I was astonished. This was not the
talk he gave us at Tokyo, where I first met
him.”

“Rama’s heart throbbed with pain at the
fallen state of his Motherland. He was
pained at the lethargy of the masses and of
the selfish greed of the educated and at the
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Rama to rise to the.highest God'realisation
were “Tattvam Asi” ( Thou art That) and’
“Ekamaivadvitiyam” (One without a second).
There was nothing new in his teachings
except the way in which he emphasised the
old truths by calling man to rise from dis-
cord to ‘harmony,’ {rom difference to ‘agree-
mentin-difference from self to ‘the self-in-all’,
from diversity to ‘unity and diversity,’ from
hatred to ‘love’, from war to ‘peace’,

Let not India lose sight of Swami Rama’s
teachings in the solution of the various prob-
loms that are challenging her to-day |

H. Shrinivas:
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$0 prartice by going toa partioular Church
only, religion which one has to practiss and
live in one's daily life. t does not matter by
what name it is called,

Swomi Rama defined the essentials of
success as fearleasness, work for its own sake,
sacrili.c and eelf-trust. The Swami cons-
tantly vepeated in his lectures “be feariess
and none can harm you”  According to him
work is the most effective and the best cure
for all dorts of distractions, passions and
temptations. 1t isa kind of unconscious
realisation that keeps us pure aud untainted,
The positive joy which accompanies faithful
work is its highest reward, By sacrifice
Swami Rema means the crucifying of the
little self, or in other words renunciation,
which need not necessarily be asceticism.
Swami Rama asked everyone to trust them:
selves to belicve in their innate powers, the
indwelling Divinity and not to call them-
selves miserable sinners or wretches. To him

- all meh and things are Diving,

It miglit be mentioned here that the two'
fundamental pnnmples which aided Swam¥
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whole world. He asked the orthodox Pandits
#0 interpret and practise the ‘Shastras’ aright,
%0 relax the stringent caste distinotions und
rouse national fellow-feeling. The Swarai
urged that we have to arouse in the people
of India a great epirit of fellow-fecling—
appreciation—not criticism, the noble senti-
ment of fraternity, the instinct of synthesis,
tho co-ordination of the functions of the
Avigtrocracy and of Labour. Swami Rama
urged that e should rise above mames and
forms, but not be misled by them. Every-
thing was to be taken according to its merit.
The Swami warned-the people not to accept
a religion becanse itis old or beoause it is
the latest, or because it comes from a great
ascetic, or becausé it was patronised by Kings
and Princés. To quote him, “Txamine it
yourself, sift it. Sell not your liberty to
Buddha, “Jesus, Mohammed, or Krishna—
Tmth is nobody’s property-it is everybody’s.”
A Pracical Religion.

Swimi Rama ‘taught a’ simple and praoti-
cal religion which” is found ‘in the
strepts, a religion which concerns one’s busi-
#e30 and bosom, a religion whxcb one has siot
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with the rhythm of.life itself and the sorrow
and joy alike of humanity were his own.

Ono who would look more olosely into
his Writings would find that the term
“Vedanta” as used by Swami Rama hasa
meaning different from what is generally
given to it; it is more or less his own devo-
tion to Krishna or God-8alf, blazing up into
songs of pantheistio colour. The spirit of
his Vedants, however, was fed by the spiris
of the Punjab of Guru Gobind Bingh, and
further strengthened by the songs of sell-
affirmation of the adepts like Shams Tabrez.
and other Persian Masters, All that contri-
buted to the continuous burning of the inner
flame of bis divine life, he made bis own.
He used the literature of the wholo world—
East and West—for winning the inner free-
dom for himself. His “Aliph” an Urin
periodical that he issued from Lohore, was
the chief vehicle-of his thapsodio-writings in
which he set in bis gem-like collections trom
Persian, Punjabee, English and Sanskrit
literatures. Itis the characteristic symbol
of his all-embracing mind, his keen fesling of
oneness with the past and the fufure,
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Swami Rama as a poet monk
By S. Puran Singh.

What can be the materials for the biog:
raphy of a man who was silent on the secret
of his joyous lifo like a lotus that springs up
from its, humble hidden birth-place, and
bursts forth into the glory of its own blos-
som? And what can be his biography but
that whoever happenel to see him, a flower
amongst men, stood for a while, looking at
him, and having looked at him full, went
past him, deeply suspecting the existence of
olden lands beyond this physical life, whoss
mystio glimpses shone on his smiling face,
This full blown lotus refused to give any
farther details uf the story of his life, though
much to the agitation of many a soul, he
kept on flaunting the perfume of his soul in
air.

Swami Rama was essentially an apostle
of the life of the spirit, whose daily food was
the Smaran of the name of God—Om. All
who knew him saw that he was ons who had
lost himself in the Lord. His repetition of
<this spiritual Mantram sounded like a river
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past Jdleness by hard manual labour in youth.
They pay by the sweat of their brow for their
previous laziness. Who are you or I to call
their labour menial or to despise tbe Sudra
work ? Is mot that kind of labour also just as
necessary as the Priest’s, the warrior’s or the.
merchant’s work ? So low have matters been
‘brought to-day that the people of the lower castes
are not allowed to walk in the same street where
higher caste men (Brabmins, Kshatriyas, or
Vaisyas) pess. They bave to live'in poor huts
outside the respectable villages or towns in-
babited by the higber caste men. If the shadow
of a man of low caste falls npon a person of high
caste, that high caste man will have to wash
and bathe in order that he may purify himself.
If any thing is touched by a person of low caste,
that thing is polluted and corrupted, that thing
is mot worthy of use for a person of high caste,
The low caste men have to live upon the crusts
and crums given to them by the high caste
people in reward for the most trying and menial
labour that these low class people perform.
Von will excuse Rama, if he, in order tolay
before you the facts, is obliged to use words
which you are not accustomed to hear. - These:
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The beautiful Hindu Festival of Lights and
Sri Rama’s anniversary marks for us the swift
cycle of another year.

The memory of last dear’s happy gathering
here at Lucknow, and the boundless friendliness
of StiSwami Narayanji and the elect group
gathered about him, often blooms up in my
Teart like a great golden lotus.

Now you are gathered again for a Love-feast
at the feet of Master Rama Tirtha and my spirit
is with you, my Beloved Spiritnal Kindred and
greets you witha tender greeting of Peace,

As we glance into the heart of this world of
pain we almost monrn the early demise of the
Torch-bearer Rama Tirtha for, never were Ma-
hatmas of his order so much needed, to proclaim
far and wide the message of Peace and the won-
derful secret of Self Realization. However on
this auspiciofous occasion let s fully rejoice at
the great work the Universal ‘Saint Rama has
been ableto do, @ work which goes on with added
power from year to year, testifying that Rama
with all the forces of the Costmic now at His
command, is with us

136
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affairs a few years hence? Call it 0dd and curie
ous; yet Lsee beforeme a world of Swamis;
Gods walking on the lace of the earth; clay-
classifications of man swept away; the distine-
tions in India, China, America. Hngland, etc,
dissolved; mew crystals springing up to be dis-
solved again in their tarn.

O dreaming darlings! Cast away the scales
from your eyes and see the highest Sanyasins
joining hands with the lowest shudras; lo; therel
the begging bowl converted into a spade or a
hoe, Samyasins shorn of their laviness and
shudra-labour exalted to the dignity of Sanyasa,
the spirit of rennneiation actuating all; shames
less boldness of a harlot and the parity of Rama
combined, the tenderness of a lamb wedded o
the resolute interpidity of a lion, the extremes
meet and the intermediate unnatural distinet-
tions disolved, the world becomes one family,
See all this, look there and see, AMEN.”

This is a message to me, to you—the lovers
of Rama to all the seckers of Trath and to the
whole of humanity, What a great privilege it
isto be blessed witha universal vision and to
fes and exclaim:—

‘THE WOKLD IS MY HOME AND ITS PEOPLES ARR
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songs will be reflected iu the inner sanctuary of
of our bearts. Let us attuve curselves with
Rama’s silent spirit so that his message will be
indelibly imprinted in the sacred centres of the
sanctuary of our hearts,

Receptivity is what'the world is sadly in need
of. We read, bear and speak of many noble
things almost every day. But they are mot go-
ing within us, Assome say, all the teachings
and messages are entering futo us through one
ear and are passitg out through the other ear.
Let our bearts be not like iron, bard and inflexi=
ble but let them be as soft as butter so thatany
zood impression can be easily imprinted and
deeply moulded therein,

Iu memory of Rama’s celebration shall we
make our hearts pnre and receptive so that his
message not only enters in, but soaks and satu-
rates through every atom, becoming a part and
parcel of the very blood and flesh of our beings!,

Tet us be still and in the great stillness let
us realize that Rama’s spirit is mever separate,
aloof nor away from us. It is within and without
pervading and permeating the very cells of our
beings. Let us now feel —feel-feel Rama’s love
life and light in stillness, and also express him
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mightiest impediments, if it sees thelight of
jtself, He was born in a poor family and was
deprived of motherly affections too soon. Weak
and  sickly he grew, but passed his Entrance
examination in the first division, and inspite of
father’s opposition entered the University in
the indigent circumstances and suceeded at the
Intermediate Examination. Then he joined
bis. B. A. against the dictates of his fatber;
father mot only stopped the help but billeted his
wife on him. But the soul of Swami Rama
conld motbe cowed down and pursued its
course unflinchingly. He fed himsef for three
pice a day and restricted his diet to one meal
aday when his baker refused to provide him
two meals for three pice. But he did itun-
complainingly with full faith in his Creator In
such circumstances he made himself the best
student  of his class; but to the wild amazement
of his teachers he failed in the B, A. in English
by a_ few marks thongh his aggregate stood the
highest. His teachers helped him to their best
to get his answer books re-examined but striot
regulations came in the way. But Rawa’s soul
remained undaunted even at such a failure and
in. such circumstances. His_ Scholarship which
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Practical Vedanta,

CHANDRIEA PRASAD JIGYAST,
FOUNDER
Hindu Social Reform office,
Saadatganj Road, Lucknovw.
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low caste mep, these poor Sudras or Parias
have to sweep the streets, to rub and scrub with
their hands the dirty gutters, yes, not only that,
they have to clean the water closets, and asa
reward for that labour, they are given stale
crumbs and crusts. They cannot be rich; they
are exceedingly poor. Rama’s heart aches
when thinking of their state, The low caste
children cannot enter the schools where higher
caste boys receive education ; because of their
sitting there those high caste boys will be
defiled. How can these down-trodden people
receive any education? These people live from
hand to mouth; they are dying every day.
India is a favourite haunt of all kinds of plague
and disease, and these poor Sudras, living in
unhealthy quarters, are the most hospitable
to all sorts of maladies and contagions, They
generously invite choleras, plagues and famines
to feed voluptuously on their bodies, The poors
the low are always the feet, base or support . of
Society. The overbearing Society which  obs-
tructs and stunts the growth of the lower castes,
the Society that maltreats and denies education
to the poor ignorant sinmers, that society cuts
down its own feet, that saciety must curmble
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Reminiscence.

by
Dr. Goku! Chand Narang

Tt gives me pleasure to state that Swami
Rama Tirtha belonged to my district and
was educated in the same school from which
T passed my Matrioulation examination a fow
years atter him. 1 was also pleased to find
that when I opened Klatute-Rama, an Urdu
olume containing 1124 letters of Swami
fama Tirtha I found my own village Baddoki
mentioned in the very first letter dated 2dth

of May, 1886.

Rama, as he chose to call himself later,
probably as the resuls of ‘selfrealization’
was born in Muraliwala, a village near
Gujranwala on the Diwali night in Spmvat
1930, 1878 A. D. After passing tho primary
examination from his village sohool he joined
the U. P. Mission School at Gujranwala.
After passing his Matriculation from  this
School in 1888 he joined the Forman Christian
College at Lahore and passed his M. A. from
there in 1895 in Mathematies. Not being
flush of money he had tolook around fora
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as Lahore. Hir letters show a gradual
deterioration of his attitude from a worldly
point of view and ever increasing bias to-
wards religion. While writing to his father
who had probably asked for some money he
wrote in October, 1307 “your kind letter has
arrived and given great pleasure. The body
of your son, Tirtha Ruma has been sold, It
has been sold to Rima. He his now mo
claim on it. Today on the night of the
Diwali he has lost his body but has won Grod;
you must be congratulated. Now whateyer
you want you should take it from my Master.
He will surely give you or will send it to you
through me, You should, however, for once
ask Him with implicit faith. Siuce 19 or 20
days, He is doing all my work with diligence,
Why should not He do yours. Don’t you
get upset. God is the ouly wealth of us
Gosw mis, It is not proper to run after?
worldly shells leaving the true and valuable
wealth of inner satisfaction. Try to enjoy
the pleasures of the real wealth, i, e., self-
realization,”

On receipt of this letter Rama’s father
sent it over to Dhanna Ram with the remark,
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looking very calm and contented. The
Gujranwala people had given him the nick-
name of “Rab”, i.e. God, because he was a
staunch Vedantist and like all Advait Panth-
eists he balieved in the literal interpretation
of Aham Brahmasmi, ‘Tam God'. He had,
however, firm faith in Monism and stuck o
it #ill the end. To the best of my recollection
and information Dhanna Ram bad no family
of his own and left whatever he had in trust
for chaitable purposes including the printing
and: publication of Rama’s letters.

Hehad apparently visualized the future
greatuess of his pupil as otherwise he would
not have preserved 1124 letters received by
him from Rama Tirtha as most of the letters
are common place and many of them written
ov post cards. Rama Tirtha from his very
childhood had shown a great leaning towards
Vedantism and his attitude towards worldly
affairs was very much like that of an ascetic
notwithstanding the fact that he was poor
and had to make efforts for a living and
devote a1l the attention that was necessary
todo his duty asa teacher while in servico
both at Sialkot and Forman Christian College
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Swami Rama.TfrEHa: 4

As Spiritual Ambassador

‘Swaini Rama wWas one of the brightest
jewels of India’s genius. Of the inspired
tand of Prophets who heralded the dawn
of the Indian Renaissance towards the close
of the last century, two names stand outin
prominencé—Swami Vivekananda andSwami
Rama Tirtha. Both held .aloft the same
banner of “Vedsnta” and-proglaimed India’s
Religions Message in far-off lands overseas.
Tyeir mission, t00, was alike, Both electrified
the nation and drove out the lethargy that
benumbed the land for centuries, And as
ambassadors of the Message of the Spirit
acrass the seas both . restored the fallen
prestige. and ancient glory of the Mother-

land.

The name of Swami Vivekananda has by
now become a household word, hut not many,
have heard of Swami Rama. But that does
not in any way diminish the greatness of
Swami Rama, it only explains the difference
in their personalities. Swami Rama was
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into the waters of the Ganga and never came:
wp again.

Spiritusl Unity

This last writing not only foreshadowed
the end of a great life, Ifwas the consum-
mate expression of a personality at theloftiest
cosmic heights of development and expan-
sion, a personality that had broken all
shackles and aricen above all limitations,
and have realized its spiritual ity with
the entire universe, bad raised itself to the
level of Godhood. Here was complete seli~
realization bursting forth into the glory and
the enthusiasm of its own fulfilment.

He came of a poor Goswami Brahmin
family of Maraliwala in the district of
Gurdaspur. Motherless, a few days after his
birth in 1873, he was brought up on cows
milk by his elder brother and an old aunt.
He went to school at five and had an
exceptionally brilliant student career till
twenty-two when he took the M. A. in Mathe-
matios from the Punjab ,University. This
entire period of seventeen years was one of
intnee . personal discipline. Even as o
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spirit i e renunciation of self-interest,
making the little self absolutely one with
the great self of Mother India.

“To America his message was peace, and
-confidence in the self as God. Itis useless
tosend Christian missionaries to India, he
insisted. Just let the Hindus come to Ame-
wica for modern education and then return.

“Cultivate peace of mind, fill your mind
with pure thoughts, and nobody can set him-
self against you. That is the Law.

“Have you a doubt as to your own Divine
Self? Youhad better put a bullet in your
heart than a doubt there. The whole Uni-
verse serves one as his body when he feels the
Universal Soul as his ever very Self.”

He left quite a number of followers in
America. His family have preserved in tact
“the room in Which he was born and some of
his American disciples have come all the way
‘on pilgrimage to Muraliwala to look at the
room as devout Christians would have gone
to see the manger in which Jesus was born.

A fair is annually held at Muraliwala in
Rama’s memory and is attended by his

~admirers from all over the country.
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“we had entrusted our boy to your wise care
but the result has been that he has been lost
to the family......””.

During the period of his employment as
toacher and professor he was contacting
Sannyasis and Sadhus and was also deliver-
ing lectures on his favourite subject of
Vedanta. In November 1897 when Viveka-
nanda visited Lahore he heard his lectures
and in one of bis letters he has referred to
him and has paid a compliment to his learn-
ing and ability, His periods of self-xealiza-
tion'and consequent “intoxication” went on
increasing so much so that he wrote in
Tecember the same year. “Iam always in
a state of such intoxication that I cannot
even devote myself to the study of books”.
He mever forgot his old almost illiterate
Gurn and frequently referred to the favours
which Dhanna Ram had bestowed upon him
in the forn of piritual instruction. In-an-
other letter to his Guru written on the "Xmas
day he reiterates his homage and eays, “it is
alldue to you that Iam having daily baths
in the sea of happiness. Ihave become one
with you” and he quotes the well known
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tal principles that aided Swami Rama to
Self-roalisation were: “Tattvam-As” (Thon
Art That) and “Ekamaivadvitiyam” (One
with-out a Second).
A ‘Storm OF Peace

Swami Rama was highly emotional. His
deep sincerity, irresistible sweetness and
moving sywpathy often used to express
themselves in tears, while his meditation on
the Divine led him ivto a state of semi-mad-
ness or God-intoxication. With all this there
was in him the spontaneous joy of a nabural
man, which sometimes burst cut into peals of
laughter—a laughter which touched the
innermost core of their hearts, making them
feel that the Swamii knew everything of
them. Rama’s cheerfulness was the natural
expression of the rel:xation of the pres nce
of the Divine Spirit i everything and ‘in
himself. Even in the midst of merriment he
would suddenly turn inwards, become silent,
and begin to chant the facred Syllable “Om,”
In his own words he was a “storm of piace;
a tompsst of joy.”

It is not easy t» give an adequite desorip-
tion of the pers'mality and character of
Swami Rama; this has beer faithfu'ly port-
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Krishna, he used to forget hiwself, fn the
fullness of the dear associations, and would
shed tears of joy. He used to see.the glorious
vision of the cloud-coloured Krishna with
the bamboo flute on his lips, anddancing on
the head of a cobra.

Lover OF Scieace

Rama loved Science, and was an amateur
chemist and botenist. He had mastered the,
“Vedas, Uyas ishads,” and the intricate sys,
tems of Hindu Philocohy such as Shankara,
Kanad, Kapila, Gautama, Fatenjali, Jaimini,
as well as Western Kant, Hegel, Goethe,
TFitche, S)inoza, Comte, Srencer, Darwin,
Haeckel, 1 yndal, Huxley, Stor, Jordun, &o.,
&o., Fesides Urdu, Hindi and “anskrit
Literatures  There was no pedantrs ahid
not the s'igl test thadow of affecte! pride—
he judged im artially, forming his oan in-
dependert conclu-ions. In him was a happy’
blending 6f & Scholar, Scientist, and’ Spiri-
tualist in < ne. H

It was : t this time that Swami Viveka-
nanda visited  Tahore and awakered the
Punjab of the Lion-hearted Guru Govind.
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Rama was the vietim of early marriage
and had the burden of supporfing his young
wife.

Gosain Tirtha Rama's stadies were vash
and varied. He was at home with the litera:
tire of Bastern and Western' Philosophy and
the works of Sifi Mystics of Persia’ besidés
being proficient in Hindj, Uxdu and Punjabi
literature. He mastered the “Upanishads”
duving his college days. He acquiréed special
distinction in Mathematics.

At a very early age Gosain Tirtha Rama
had a deep faith in the, Divine Dispensation.
He declined to go in for the Provincial, Civil
Service—in other words, be did not want to
“sell the harvest of learning” but preferred
to “disrtibute. it” and became a teacher.
Gradually he rose up to be a Professor ina
Mission College in Lahore.

Rama did his duties with promptituds
and sincerity, but his thoughts were heayen:
ward, Wil lecturing in' the_ “Dharma
Sabhas” (Religious Assooiations’) on’the
subject of “Bhakti” (Devotion) or about Lord
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more a poet, & nightingale, and avoided lime-
light, and preferred o retire in toclusicn in
the forests.

Swami  Rama wrote feurlcssly. “Be
Fearless” was one of lis tundamental
teachings.

Swami Rama, previomsly known as
Gosan Tirtha Rama, M.A. was born in 1873,
on the day. following the “Biwali” (Festival
of lights), at Muraliwali, a village in the
district of Gujranwala, Punjab, of a poor
family of Gosain Brahmins. Some say he was
a direct descendant of Tulsi Dag, the famou®
author of the Hindi “Ramayana.” Goswami
Hirananda, his father, was the spiritual
“Guru” of a few Hindu families settled in the
North-West Frontier. He eked out a miser-
able existence. Flis mother passed away
when Rama was but a few days old and -was
brought up by his elder brother, Gosain
‘Guru Das and his old aunt. Rama was an
wncommon child, he ws destined to bo. the
coming gevius of his race, Rama was brought
upin extreme poverty and had tofight against

* innumerable od He hat an indomitable
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head is broad and high, his head splendidly
developed, his nose thin and delicate asa
woman's, while his chin reveals grent firm-
ness of will. A wide, kindly, tender mouth
parts frecly over dazzingly white perfoct
tooth in a smile that seems to light up all
surroundings and wins instantaneous confi-
denco and good will of all thoso who come
within the circle of its radiance.”

Another paper stated:—

“His maission in America is two-fold.
Primerily it is to interest Americans in his
own couatrymen It is his objeot to bring
Hindu boys to American colleges, where they
may imbibe not only American learning but
American push and independence and the
spirit of American freedom, that they in turn
may return to their own land and teach
their own people. In this way he hopes to
break oft the terrible apathy and rigid sys-
fem of caste that prevails in India. His
second object is'to spread his philosophy, his
glorious Gospel of Man’s Oneness with the
Bternal.”

In 1905 Rama left America, and on his
way back to India, visited Hgypt, and was
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Tecklessness. The Sacred Scriptures of all
the world should be taken in the same light
as we study Chemistry, holding our own
experiences for ultimate authority.

Rama gave a characteristic message to
the people of the “Land of the Dollars” that
they cannot serve God and Mamon at the
same time. Rama gave lectures and dis-
courses at many American Universities on
practical “Vedanta,” and called it the “Com.-
mon Path” Rama said that his religion is
not Hinduism, Mohammedanism, Ohris-
tianity, nor Protestantism. but that it was
antagonistio to none. Rama said that the
overlapping area, covered by the Light, the
Sun, the Stars, the Rivers, the Gravity, the
Mind and Body, this was the field of his
Religion. Ho asked them whether there were
any Prosbyetarian lilies and Methodist land-
scapes? Rama said that bis religion had
1no name (rather nick-name), and that it was
tho Religion of Nature. Said Rama: “I label
none, brand none, possess none, but serve
all alike like the Light and the Sup, and I
call it “The Common Path.”
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‘were his muscles, when anything came
across him, h> robad it with God, and siw
there was nothing else but God.

H: ve are some of his forcaful expressionsi—
“Ittwamasi’—Chou ars that” Thou ack
all thou seest. No power on earth oan
prevent it, no Kings, Devils, or Gods can
withstand it, Inevitable is Truth’s orler.
Fuint not, My head is your head; cut it if
you please, but a thousand others will grow
in its place.” In another place he proclaims
in ecstisy; “Christians, Hindus, Parsis, Arya
Samajists, Sikhs. Mahommedans, all those
whose muscles, bones, blood and brain
ar2 made by eating the grain and ‘salt of my
heloved “Ishta Devi,” (fuvourite Deity) the
Bharat Bhumi, are my Brothers, nay, my
very self. Tell them I am theirs! Iembrace
all I exclude none—T am_ Love. Love, like
Light robes everything and. all with
-splendours of Light. Verily, verily, I am
nothing but flo,d and glory of Love. Ilove
all equally.”

Swami Rama has made the following
15‘“1)" pl‘bpbeuy which has a great slgn\ fi-
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SWAMI RAMA AN IDEAL STUDENT AND LOVER
OF MATHEMATICS.
BY :
Sjt. NARAYANA SWAROOP, B, 4. L, T. SECOND MASTER,
AMixasap HioH Scroor, Luckxow;:

1, BIRTH AND EARLY AGE.

Born in the family of Gosain Brahmans, and
true tobis noble birth and high lineage of
Rishi Vasishtha he showed early signs of a
sage baving taken incarnation for the uplift
of mankind.

The recitations from the Puranas, the
Mababarat and the Bhagawt, which he nsed
to hear in temples and shrines visited by him in
company with his aunt, had a strange charm
and fascination for the child Rama, so much
s0 that he would even forego his meals to attend
the ‘Kathas’ (the sacred stories). At his leisure,
he dweltover the stories heard with a contem~
lative and eritical mind putting questions and
offering explanations showing an extraordinaty
intelligence and a reverencial and devotional
attitude for the Divine.

At an early age h,e astonished his Head

6
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to so many others that have treaded his path so
far. His life has imparted one outstanding
Jesson as yet umsurpassed, to the seckers after
Truth, which is to be deduced from his short
but weighty sentence “Takht ya takhta",
(Throne or death) uttered at a time, when,
leaving all the penances and austerities, the
teacher and the teachings, in fact every blessed
external aid to the attalnment of Godhood, he
sat in & corner throwing himself entirely at
the mercy of God with beart, mind, senses and
every thing else in him rivetted towards Him
and Him alone as his only aid and inspiration.
And it was then and not during the course
of penances and austerities that Truth dawned
on bim, This is the one lesson the unrivalled
message of his life that serves as Becaon Light
in the path of seekers after Truth. His life
proclaims in unmistakable and unambiguous
terms that veither learning nor peamances,
neither discipline nor sacrifice but single-minded
devotion and absolute surrender to God alome
‘brings salvation. This lesson is taught in so
many words by many teachers but mere teaching
is one thing and jncorporation of the same in
«every-day life, another, This latter however is
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SWAMI RAM AS A BEACON LIGHT TO THE
SEEKERS AFTER TRUTH,
By
( Sjts SRI RAM D.AL,LLB,)

Sri Swami Ram Tirathaji Maharaj was born
in the year 1878 in & village in the Punjab
in the family of Goshain Brahmans,

From his early childhood he displayed a
spirit of immence self-sacrifice and devotion to
duty, As a student he was brilliant but this
brilliance was not divorced from diligence as
is the case with many students His carcer
as a student affords numerous instances of
his foregoing his meals once a day to provide
books and examination fees for his fellow
students of scanty means. As a religious
desciple, single-minded devotion to austerities
at the command of his Guru, unmindful of the
world all round is illustrated in his life vividly.
Bat this is not the only lesson that he imports
by his life to the seekers after Godhood. All
this does make ome’s life immensely superior
and enviable and yet this i3 not what makes
Swami Rama stand out in marked contrast

64
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study with him. 3

Such was his ardent love for Mathematies and
stcha zeal for solving problems that once when
faced with some difficult problems, he could
1ot do, he vowed to solve all of them the same
night or tocut his throat before dawn, And
before his fully concentrated mind all the
problemis gave way, ome by one, except one the
most difficult of themr which ihspite of his great
attempt femained unsolved’and 'the day was
goitig to break. In his great disappointment he
made a last frantic effort in vain and he actnally
took up the sharp knife to end his life, when
all of asudden the solution flashed before his
eyes'in a glorious halo of brilliant light,

o suéceed or to die was the motto with him
4hich made him invincible in all his under-
fakings and took' him to the pinnacle of the
sublime helght of Spiritual Realization also,

For the benefit of the Stadent Community
Rama' delivered his first speech in English on
Mathematics which later on appeared ix the
printed form of & pamphlet: called “How to
excel {n Mathematics ”* -

12. MEMORY AND LEARNING.
He had such a splendid memory that he )
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marks in Huglish although in the aggregate he
was Firstin the whole University. A great
agitation and discussion in papers led to the
passing of a new Rule in the University later on
but nothing could be done for Rama. Rama had,
therefore, to submit to his hard lot mot only to
continue his studies for one year morein B. A,
but without scholarship which was also stopped
owing to failure.
s THE S0RE TRIAL.

This was indeed a moment of sore trial and
any other heart but that of Kawa would have
broken under the great pressure of sorrow and
suffering ending perhaps in a suicde as is
the case with many a promising youth under
similar circumstances of unsrmountable difficul-
ties. And yet, notwithstanding the gloom all
around, the glean of perfect trustin God and
Gurn never forsook him for a moment and his
courage never failed him. With tears in his
eyes, he prayed to God in solitude and made a
total surrender of himself to His great will and
his prayer was heard, The next day when he
joined the B, A.class again, he was surprised
to find the college Sweet-seller requesting him
fo dine thereafter daily at his homse. This
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father who wanted him to undertake any serviee.
3. DIFFICULTIES AND TRIALS.

On this his father felt very angry andleft
Rama’s wife with him without giving any
support whatsover, Rama had now to face a
number of difficulties, the hous rent, the cost
of books, the college fees, the necessary expsnses.
of his wife and bimself but withan undaunted
courage and a supreme love of kuowledge he
surmounted all his difficulties, Although
he had to forego even his meals for days together,
yet he showed po signs of sorrow or suffering
but bore all the hardships with a peaceful mind
and a cheerful conntenance. With au iron will,
agrim determination and a supreme passion
for knowledge, he continued study but still
greater trials awaited to test his strength of
purpose,

4. HIS GREAT FAILURE.

The yearin which Rama appeared for his
B-A., there was a confusion in the examination
of English papers, so that some of the best boys
failed, while the one who came out First was
not going to be sent up at all by the Principal.
By the irony of fate poor Rama was, also one
of those who failed and he failed by only3
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“Manlvi of the village school with his splendid
memory and acute intelligence. He had in his
5th class finished the Persian books, Gulistan
and Bostan, and memorised a number of Urdu
poems.

2. CoLLEGE LFE.

At fourteen he had passed the. Entrance
Examination from the Punjab University stand-
ing First in his school and gaining a schol
ship.  His father had married him early when
he was too young to make awy protests and did
not want bim to study further. But he had a
burning desire for kunowledge for knowledge
sake and had a strong determination and devo-
tion for studies overcoming every obstacle in
bis way. Sohe joined the College quite against
bis fatber's will and bad to subsist on the small
sum of scbolarship received by him from the
Municipal Committee, He stood First in F. A,
and  secured the Government scholarship mot
with-standing his continued illness. With perfect
faith iu God and Guru he continued his studies
in B. A, in the same College with Sanskrit, as
his second language against Peraian studied by
him upto F. A; and maintained bimself on the
meagre scholarship withont the help of his






EPUB/image_0120_00.jpeg
80

-sory theory of light is wrong.

Zhus “Belive in a religion on 1ts own merits,

examine it yourself.  Sift it. .Sell not your

Iiberty to Budha, Jesus, Muhammed or Krishna.”

14. An American paper, The Rocky Moun-
tain News of january 4, 1004 writes about

Swami Rama’s religion thusi—

L .He also has an ethical philosophy in

which he teaches a religion, he calls the

“Common Path, which e expounds to those

interested wherever he goes. ..the object of

bis philosophy is-*

(1) To regulate the conduct of the present life.
Ithas a plain practical bearing upon Lhe
things of today,

(8) To minimise the wiste of evergy,

(3) To abolish wear and tear of body and mind,

@) To secure freedom from all kinds of dissipa-

.. tion, due to envy, vavity, distemper and

+ . blues,

() To cure meatal dyspepsia and

(6)  To remove intellectual pauperism and
spiritual slavery;

(7) To attain the'sectet of the successful work;

(8) 'To realise God through lovej °

(® To keep. in touch with the origin of know-






EPUB/image_0116_00.jpeg
6
secure service for every one. Thie problem will
be solved if every ome takes to the profession in
sccordance with the natural tendencies of his
mind for them. Thus the individuai as well
s the nation and the country to which he
belougs will prosper by leaps and bounds. But
hiow to find ont the natural tendency of @ ehild
is another question to be solved. The Kinder-
garten system of the West has solved this prob-
Jem to some extent. i the horoscope system
of the Hindus be supplemented to it, one will
serve as a complement to the other and the
problem will be solved to a great extent, in as
much as the horsecope tells us the Varna of
the child, whose inner mature it forecasts.
Thus the Varna or caste system is & boon, if
it is. utilized properly, otherwisc it is a carse
to humanity and human society. The. Hindu
society is at present, under the influence of
the cast system which has degenerated iuto caste
prejudice, As silk-worm is surrounded by its
cocoon, so is the Hindu society beset witir
the caste prejudice. If the worm does not break
open its prisou-house, its death is certain, but
if it goes out of its jail it escapes death, similarly
if the Hindu society gets out of its prison of
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His Holiness Swami Shivagiri Ji Maharaj;
Yogiraj of Kunjab, District Gujrat in the Punjab.
The writer has been associated with the Sabha
since its inception; so he learnt from the then
organ of the Sadharana Dharma Movement, that
Goswami Tirtha Ram was canonized as the
Vyas of the age, on July 12, 1900, on the occasion
of the Vyas Puja fair held by the above mentioned
Swami Shivaguna at Lohore.

4. Vyas ic a degree that was in anclent
times conferred upon the person who realised
feliglon hest and propagated it most. Swamt
Shivaguna seeing the hidden virtues in the
Goswami and considering him fit to ameliorate
the deplorable condition of the country, proposed
him to be the Pyas of the agre. The representa-
tives of several religions, who were present there
at the Common Platform of the Sadharana
Dharma Movement, supported the proposal of
the Swaml; thus the Goswami was unanimously
accepted - and declared 4s the Wyas of the age,
After accepting this spiritaal leadership, he
delivered two sersons, one in the morning and
the other in the evening, to the effect (i) that
the commtry should now no more be sad as her
good days have now come; and (if) that religion
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Tave crept into the religion in this present age,
and have ' made all peace-loving persons hate
itand to become atheists rather than theists.
The Sadharana Dharma sims at purifying
religion from these evils and thus it does its
best to convert this world into an ocean of
happiness or Sukh-Sagar from that of sufferings
or Dukh-Sagar,

98. The Sadharana Dbarma does mot only
purify religion from these evils but at the same
time, it is not indifferent to the mundane affairs
of the world- Its great advocate, in the present
age, Swami Rama has sopken bitterly against
social and moral evils, and has left nostone
unturped to raise the status of his country, as
is evident from his “Appeal to -America on
behalf of India” and from his National Dharma
and other similar writings and lectures.

“Sacrifice shall secure the freedom of this
conntry...Mother India must be free”, were
his words to Mr. Puran, who went to see him
at Shanti Ashram Muttra, on his return from
foreign conntries. Prakash who also wentto-
the Ashram tosee him at that time composed
an ode called Deshashtak, taking materials for
itfrom his talk at the Ashram. It is appended
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worlls the awakening of the iphysical, meutal
and ipivitual powers ds thre Yhente of the Sad-
‘burana Dharna. Mostof i Darskmic Panditeor
philovapliers quarrel with eadh ither ‘tafing
‘pant of Duair,  VisiMwdwait or ‘udwoit ot in
otler words of activn, devotion or wisdom, but
they itle bvow that'for a wian, who is made
mp of body, ‘mind and intellect, all the three
daculties of willing, Jedling and knowing are
tessential; None can be said to'be perfect unless
ouedoes draruiowionsly develop his hand, heart
@ head.

The same idea has been echoed in ‘the
following wards by the Great ‘Hero, Mahabir,
wio has sacrificed ‘his so-called selfrespect
@) for the sake of service and is hence called
Hdnuman e

R o g S eena i)
Ry ey agantn i ifrar vy

“When 1 ‘fdentify myselt ‘wich body, T ‘am
Phydlave; wien'l idetitify ‘myself with e,
Toam “Thy parvand parcel: Bt ih réility Tuth
the same Divinity with Thee, this is my definfre
spitnion™

It is whut ‘Mabibir fhe gredt ‘hero repiled to
Lol Rawa Chatdra when ‘asked " How He was
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TIostitate, for want of competent weu to carry
jton. However Mr. Banerjes has again estabe
lished the Devalaya at Caleutta, with almost
the same alms and objects as are of the Sadha-
rna Dharma Movement,

19. His Holiness Omkar Swami, who has
started @ Shantl Ashram in Totapalli Hills,
Rast Godawari District Madras, in the sacred
memory of His Holiness Swami Rama Tirtha
and has opened several other Peace centres at
America with the co-operation of Sister Shushila
Devi and otber American frlends, does also
‘preach this Untversal Religion,

20. Swami Rama, puts up the esential
fundamental doctrines of his religion in the
words of Goeth thus.

41 tell you what is my Supreme Vacation,
Before Me was no world ‘tis My creation.
“Twas Iwho raised the Sun from out the Seas,
‘The moon began her changeful course with

Me
‘Thus the Swami confirms it as basing it on the
adamantine rock of the Vedanta in its adwart
aspect.
,  21.. The three blades of the trident of the
Sadharana Dharma are the physical, mental and
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as the learned spoke He does! He would
often times chide himself and the whole Vedantic
love and say “O! Turya (gaf) are you ouly to be
found in the books and the Vedic scriptures?
Days and nights, in continuous succession passed
and still no realization] Why continue to live
withotut baving to enjoy that blissful state?
Better give up the body ! And lo! Rama is seen
swinging himself headloug into the bosom of
bis ‘Dear Gangi’ from the the fatal heights of
the Himalsyan peaks ! But the holy mother
Ganga takes tenderly into her soft bosom
and gives unto him his long cherished ideal |

In anothr place, we read that Swawi Rama’s
life was tbat of continuous tears. He wept till
his cnshions were drenched in those holy
waters] How afflicted he felt in those states
of intense yearning and longing? ‘Day passes
jato nightand might turns into day and here
is your Rama having no time to do anything,
‘busy, very busy, in doing nothing. Tears keep
pourlng, vylng well with the continuous rains
of the most rainy District | The hairs stand
am end, the eyes wide open, seeing nothing of the
{hings before them, Talk stopped, work stopped
nfortunately (2) no most fortunately | O, Leave
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from the greatest of all ills viz. the ill of being
aslave to Sansara. Rama was up against fruit-
less academic discussions and quoting dead lines
from texts. He upheld practical and active life
in the spirit, a religious and metaphysical dyna-
misw and mot a philosophical passivism and
important quistism: The constituents of Practi-
cal Vedanta which according to Rama, ought
to be the guilding tenets for the workers in the
vineyard of Truth, are “pushing, marching
labour and not stagnant indolence, enjoyment of
work as against tedious dsudgery, peace of
mind and mot the canker of suspiclon, appro-
priate reform and not conmservative custom,
solid real feelings as against flowery talk, the
poetry of facts as against speculative fiction, the
logic of events as against the authority of de-
parted authors, living realization and not mere
dead quotation.” This is Swami Rama’s recipe
as the remedy for all the despondencies and de-
pressions of the presentday world. Could we
but follow his foot-steps, we would rid us and
humanity of all the miseries born of ignorance
and reach the Right of Wisdom, the Eternity of
Truth and the Pellicity of Bliss.

Swami Rama has brought home to us many





EPUB/image_0143_00.jpeg
2

The most fitting celebrations of the Birth-
Day of Swami Rama Tirtha would be putting in-
to practice the message that he gave to redeem
humanity from slumber and sloth. Such occa-
sions like this serve but as days for taking stock
of what we bave done, how we have striven in
our own lives, tolive and verify the verities en-
shrined in the precepts Jaid forth and examples
set, by the greatest leaders of mankind like
Swami Rama,

Rama’s was a dynamic message, an effective
«expression of the life that he lived in tune with
the Infinite, He was a practical Vedatin preach-
ing only what he had verified in life. He was
not a mere perceptor but a prophet, a sage and
aseer. In him we discern the great Upanisha-
dic Traths redived with unique and irrestible
force, Rama was divinely reckless, care-free
from the clutches of the world, unspoiled by the
«vils of society and untouched by the ills that
human flesh is heir to, The imperial and ime
periotis note that he struck was that of freedom
—freedom from every kind of bondage,—freedom

us .
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are’ *Your Godhead is not a thing to be accom
plished. Realization is mota thing to be achiev-
ed. You bave not to doanything to gain God-
vision. You are simply to undo what you have
already done in the way of forming dark cocoons
of desires around you. So Selfrealization is
mainly a process of undoing and unlearning!
for getting what you know yoursell to be! noth-
ing more than that. This is the highest state
and but for that not an uvattainable one! For
e says, “Itiseasy to'be greatas itis easy to
be smalll”

Sawmi Rema was the master-genius of very
rare Divive gifts. His rose-like ecstacy is all
hisown. A moment’s blessed company of such
maddened souls gives youa swing and bears
you tinto the realms of eternl quietudel Like
meteors, they are thrown into the cosmic struc-
tare:  They are sent on an expressly fixed mis-
sion. That done, they pass away who can say
Rama’s mission is not being done? Moving ahout
through the length and breadth of India, Ifind
almost every. educated Indian having the least
spark of Divine consciousness in him plodding
his way “In Woods of God-realization’ now
tambling, now gaining his ground, but ever
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me alonel But this was & necessary stage on
to His future-development and erelong we find
Rama blooming forth into the lovely buds of
God-intoxication proclaiming at the top of his
wvoice “Happy is he who is drowned in Heavenly
intoxication. Blessed is he who is dead drunk
in Divine madness! Worshipful is he whois
absorbed in deep Atmananda and Supreme
bliss, lost to the world L.”

As Swami Rama himself has put it “If
anybody asked me to give my philosophy in
one word, I would say “Self-realization” i.e.
knowledge of the Self. The essentials and
fundamental doctrines of his religion may be.
put in the words of Goethe:—

L tell you what is man’s supreme vacation

Before me was no world, ‘tis my creation.

“T was I who raised; the sun from out the sea.

The moon began her changeful conrse with

mel

Happy indeed is the man who stands in
opposition to all worldliness and asserts his own.
Divinity! The very moment he is ready tostand
up for his Divinity, that very moment, the
whole world is bound to regard him as Godl
“Realize yourself to be saved and saved youw
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Dear Beloved Lovers of Blessed Ramay if you
believe in the statement that we domot live
where our bodjes are but that we live where our
minds are, then we request youto believe, that
we are with you now mentally and spiritually,
taking part in Rama’s celebration with you and
bathing in his love. How blessed it is to live
in Rama all the year round, each and every day,
celebrating his anniversary not only once a
year, but every day and in every moment of our
lives!

What is Rama’s message? What is his high
est message? His real message can mever be
given in words, neitber can itbe understood-
through  wordsl To nnderstand his sublime
message we must become still and silent, It is
in silence, the deep and nameless silence, where
senses are no senses, wind is no mind, intellect
ismo intellect, wherein the ego or the little “I”
dlssolves like a mere bubblein the mighty ocean,
we can feel, understand and comprehend the
holy message of God-imbued Rama,

It was Rama who has given us that beautiful
and instructive illustration of bow a king was
testing the skill and workmanship of two artists
by asking them to paint some pictures, on walls
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' FOREWORD.

Various aspects of Swami Rama's life have been
depicted in the following pages. ' These
aspects were represented by several admirers
and lovers of Rama on his 65th Birthday
Anniversary, that was  celebrated ,on
the day following the last Diwali, . viz.
on .October 23, 1938, by the Rama
Tirtha , Publication League, which'was estabe
lished, this very day in 1919, to publishin
different languages, his literature in general
and, that . of other saints, in particular, in
decent. style and handsome get-up, preserving
the purity and originality of the subject and
selling them at the least possible price. The
aspects referred to above are not all the
-aspects of his life. They are some of them,
and they show that this great Teacher of
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SWAMIRAMA AS A GREAT HOPE FOR HUMANITY '
by
Dr. Radha Kemud Mukesiee 3. o, Pr.. D, P.RS,

‘The life of Swami Rama Tirtha is a great
hope for bumanity. It isan example of a man
developing into & super-man under the common-
est conditions of life, like a lotus blooming into
beauty out of its muddy origins. Swami Rama
Tirtha had his full share of ““the ills to which
flesh is heir”. His greatest handicap in life was
his marriage - at ten. He had to attend a school
from a distance of six miles. After passing the
Entrance Examination of the Punjab University,
he joined the College at Lahore where he lived
in a room on a monthly rent of Re.l/- and could
hardly spend more than Rs.5/a month on his
education. When he joined the B. A. class against
his father’s wishes, he was dis-owned by his
father. At this time, after paying for his lodging,
college fees, and his wife’s living, he had three
pice a day left for his meal. Very soon he subr
sisted on one meal a day, He had a special gift
for mathewatics. Once he worked day and night
for full 24 hours to solve a -~ mathematical
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‘humanity,”
Om Shanti Shanti Shanti!

Shanti Prakash,

Ram Tirtha Publication League §° B
Lucknow, February 36, 1939,






EPUB/image_0038_00.jpeg
8

and the charm of his sweet loving personality.
Even in his college days, he had his mystic
trances. It was Krishna the flite-player, whose:
true motes off and on sounded in his ears
weaning him from the path of egotism aud
impurity. - Thus the boy prepared himself both
intellectually and spiritually for his moble
mission. He had an amazing love of knowledge
for its own sake, He Would give up his daily
meals for the sake of buying the oil of his
midnight lamp for reading and yet his face, as
he worked ascetically night and day, shome
with a radiance which is always found in the
face of the true secker of kuowledge. For some
time he worked as the Professor of Mathematics
in the PForman Christian College and in the
Oriental College, ‘Lahore, But all the while
he developed his spiritaal lovedlife steeped im
the mystical poetry of Sufism and. the religious
love of the Punjab and in the philosophy of
Goethe, Emerson .and Thoreau. Full of the
wewilove he laughed at his pavilion snd
smiled at pain and in the night his affectionate
wife, like the wife of Shri Chaitanya, gazed
with wonder at the ceaseless flow of tears of joy
along his cheeks that gave them no sleep,
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st interest in the politics of his times. He was
jn world and yet not of it. His spirituality was
consistent with the positivist ideal of social
service. That is why the Buddha’s advice was
sought in matters of State by kings and empe-
sors as weli as the Heads of the Republics, Kings
Bimbisara and Ajatashatru, Prasemajit or
Virudhake were constantly seeking his advice
as that of their guide, philosopher and friend
equally with the Republican Sakyas, Mallas, or
Lichchhavis, The true Indian religion dbes not
sce any difference between the Spiritual and
the Secular, between Religion and Politics.

. Swami Rama wasa great leader of men
towards Truth and Freedom. His death does not
end his work, He still lives with us in writings
and the many institutions created by the ins-
piration of his Jife and lessons. It is time that
the Rama Tirtha Literature should be fully con-
served and given the widest publicity as a most
potént agency of our social and spiritual uplit.

et RN
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5. The best service one can render to society
and to bis country is by his selffulfilment, by
the dedication to it of all that he is capable of.
Every individual mustfirst rise to the full
height of his stature himselt before serving his
fellows. Unfortunately, the idealism. of youth
does not always give them the patience . to-sub-
it to an arduons process of self-development,
This necessary period of preparation for a man’s
mission in life is very well described by Swami
Rama who so deeply realised its need, Says he,
“The world is concerned only with my blossoms,
.and they taste me when I appear before them
in my flowers, But they do not know how much
1 bave to labour under-ground, in the dark
recesses, in my roots that gather the food for
flowers and the frnits, I am now in my roots. It
is the silence of Gaudapade and Govindacharya
that was at the back of the brillient success of
Shankercharya.

6. The Swami now figures asa pxeacher hold-
ing spell-bound vast andiences at various cen-
tres, Like Swami Vivekanand, Swami Rama
Tirtha carried the message of truth beyond the
donnds of India, to Japan and America. He
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problem; This zeal and capacity for work shows.
the secret of Swami Rama Tirtha’s greatness. He
was afterwards appointed as a professor of Mathe-
matics in the Forman Christian College, Lahore
where he reached the turning point of his life..
1t was due to the study of the Gita, He atonce
‘became mad after Krishna uttering His name
and fainting on the bauoks of the river Ravi.
At Kathas be would burst and fall into a trance.

2. From the cult of Bhakti, he soon grew into.
a Vedantist, “The were sound of the recital of
the Veda” says he, “brings oua trance, and
Iam immersed in the unfathomable bliss. His.
Vedantism now made him remounce the world
and become a regular Sannyasi. He achieved
Enlightenment ou the banks of the Holy
Ganges at Rishi Kesh. He then proceeded to live
in the Uttara Khand on the Himalyan heights.
He could not resist the call of the Himalyas.
It was Deep calling unto Deep, Swami Rama
surrendered himself to the spiritual charm of the
Himalayas in whose depths he realised God, as
the Virat Purusha. He expresses his experience
in the following remarkable words: “Nature
isany body, the rivers are my arteries, the
mountains are my bones ... 1t isa secrilege
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Endowed with an imaginative temperament he
was a true lover of beauty in Natare and in the
enjoyment of the bloom of fowers and grasses;
the song of the rivers and the chotus of the
birds he participated in a celestial festival in
which ultimately Man, Nature and Nature's
God were all melted in an all-composing bliss.

2. Swami Rama turned to be the monk and
the minister of that ancient gospel of Oneness,
which we sometimes describe as the Advaita
Vedanta, Puran Singh narrates that it was his
meeting with Swami Vivekanand at Lahore and
the stimulating example and discourse of this
bold intellectual monk from Bengal that ulti
mately contributed to Sri Rama’s final choice of
the ochre robe, It.was in tbe forests near
Rishikesh that he attained Self-knowledge
and Self-hood.

3. The distinctive character of Swami Rama’s
mystical consciousness is the ~expression and
expansion of the truth of the Many in the One
and the One in the Many through most ardent
poetic channels.

4. Swami Rama _is modern India’s greatest
poet mystle. His poems are a marvel of religious
depth and sincere expensiveness of the self. He
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SWAMI RAMA AS HARBINGER OF COMMUNAL PEACE
AND UNITY.
(By Syt, Beai Pasada Bhatoagar, M. A, L. T, F.T. S,, Head
Master, Amioabad High School, Lucknow,)

There will bardly be an educated Indian
who might not have heard the name of Swami
Rama Tirtha. This Sun of rightousness having
risen from the Land of the Five Rivers on
the day following the Diwali and having shed
his light both at home and abroad for full 83.
years set in 1906 on the Diwaliday. As the
physical Sun bas to struggle hard with dark
clouds in shedding his light, so had this spiritual
Sun slso to struggle hard throughout his life,
in order to shed his spiritual lustre far and
wide.

Like Rawa of Ajodhia, this Rama of Marali
Wala has set an example in every sphere of
human life,

1. To be deprived of the mother’s caresses in
infancy and then get nourishment.

2. To acquire high education in extreme
poverty, H ;.

8. To carry out the orders of his gurn
without how and why,

U
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and wiped the tears of a few weeplng ones.
The bulbul and the rose both I saw and I
confronted them, I touched this, I touched
that. Tdoff my hatand off I am. Here Igo
and there I go and nome can find me”.

9. Swami Rama’slife was itselfa religious
poem, ‘sbort and lyrical in its intensity, and
yet sublime and comprehensive. The world
is the page, his life the poem and the shinning
gold in which the letters of the poem are
writtem is that creative and spoutaneous joy
which is the essence of cosmic manifestation.
Anandat Ehalu imani Shutani jayants May we
all share in this anandam!
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Sikb, Sannyasi, Pariah or any of Her childremt.
Iadore Thee in all Thy manifestations, Mother
India, my Gangaji, my Kali, my Isht Deva, my
Saligram. While talking about worship, says
the god who loved to eat the very clay of
India:=The difficulty of those whose minds are
set on the unmanifested is greater; for the Path
of the mumanifested is hard for the emobdied:to
reach.” Well, all right, Sweet Krishua, let
mive be the path of adoration of that
manifestation divine of whom it is said—

“All His housebold property consists of
a jaded ox, une side of a broken bedstead, and old
hatchet, ashes, snakes, and empty *skull.”
It is the Mahadeva of Mahimnastorta? No,
Imean the living Natayana as the poor starv-
ing Hindustani, Hizdu. This is my religion;
and for an inhabitant of India, this should be
the Dharma, Common Path, Practical Vedanta,
or Divine Love. Mere luke warm approba-
tion or toleration won't do” I want active
co-operation from every child of India to
spread this dynamic spirit of Nationality,
A child can never  reach youth
except when he passes through boyhsod. A
persou can never realise his unity with God,
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Swami Rama does again say that “One,
whose heart is natrow, viz, one, who is confined to
the small circles of Hinduism, Muhammadanism
or Christianity. can never be an Akbari-dili, or
broad-minded. Oue who is Akbar--dili says as
under: —

* Every life is My life, every heart is My
heart, yes My light isin the eyes of the bulbul
and the rose, as well as in those the Sun and of the
Moon. Itis My heart that is throbbing in the
hearts of the Hindns, the Muhammadaus, the
Parsis the Sikhs, the Jains and the Christians.””

It is regretted that even after living many a
century in this country our learned Paudits on
one hand and our educated Maulivis on the other
have not yet realized that we the Hindus and
the Muhammadans are the children of one and
the same Mother India, asit is her milk, vis
her produce, that gives us nourishment. The
Swami says “With love whose harsh words are
even accepted Dear Muslims, why is this diffe~
rence, your head is here and your Aeart there;
avd your life is somewhere else, You have been
living in India for centuries, why then do  you
keep your hearts away from the Hiodus.

Hindu Pandits, please recollect the anecdotes
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them who hate you and to eradicate personal
enmity, in short to love all etc, etc., yetitis
Fery hard todoso, Be it hard or harder, but
without doing this, there can be mo unity in
‘ation, nor can there be union in comntry. It
1s general truth, but it has' become apecial now-a*
days for India, we do not ask you to bid good-
bye to the religion in which you are born, but
itis the sin of spiritual suicide, if you consider
itsin to go beyond the boundry of the religion
in which you are born. It is essential to be born.
and nourished within the four-walls of a
religion ; bat it is sin to die therein.”

The writer of the above lines had a peculiar
effect upon the Hindus, the Mohammadans and
the Christiaus, who getting rid of their religions
differences, in. his presence, were united with
one anotber in love: He says that the apparent
Hinduism, Muhammadanism, and Christianity
etc. are like several cups through which
sttempts huve been made to give some milk
of Usiversal Love.By worshipping these cups,
disunion increases. These cups. agg many and
they serve usas idols, Blessed is he who realizes
God through idols and gets Reality through
tormality, Doubly. blessed is he from whose hands
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the part of that 1deal Guru of Glory (Gobind
Singh) ?

“People hanker after power. What an
infinite power can youmot find at your com-
mand when your self stands in unity with the
Self of the whole nation. In conclusion, let me
illustrate this spiritin the beautiful words of
prophet of Islami—

“If the Sun stand on my right hand and
the Moon on wy left ordering me to turn back
I would not obey.”

“oM OM”
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splendour, Amenl”

17, He fervently appealed to them, “Indlans
you perform shardha (offering to the dead) to
bring bliss to your deceased mothers, Sacrifice
your self-interest to redeem Mother India.

“Our personal and local Dharma must ever
be placed higher than the national Dbarma.
The keeping of right proportions only secures
felicity.

Doing anything to promote the well-being.
of the mation is serving the Cosmic Powers

. Devas or gods: This kind of sacrifice or Yajua,
is to be offered o the deity, India. Itis to this
kind of Yanja that the following verse of the
Gita applies in these days:—

Ty fogifon: St geae w4 et Rl
FE & @ OIar ¥ gawares sy 0

The righteons, who eat only the remains of
the - sacrifice, are freed from all sins; bat the
impious, who dress food for their own sake, they
verily eat sin.

“To realize God, have Samnyasa spirit,
i.e, entire renunciation of self-interest maling
the little self absolutely- at one. with the'great
Self of Mother India. To realize God or Bliss
have the Brahmana Spirit, deaieating your
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not men from America take up Ihis work?

They must come from noble America, from
sacrificing  America- Rama expects to get a
go0d lot of people,  bappy band of men; who
will take up this work. Rama wants mot
missionaries of the type who go to Jndia. live
inerich bungalows and lord it over the people,
who keep lolling iv carriage and two, and rolling
in worldly howour and plenty. These people
cammot effect the salvation or the rise of India.
We want martyrs in the pame of Trathy real
workers, sacrificing men who will be willing
and readyto lie down with the Pariabs
upon the floor and who are content to be
clothed in rags with them, who are content to
starve with them, who are content to share
with them the tough and hard crusts or half-
cooked bread.  People of that type we want;
who can forego their sensuous comforts and
love to rencunce selfish pleasure-

“There js a more immediate way, C! Aweri-
cans, could you not raise, in the name of trath
and justice, in the name of religion and
philosophy, -in the name_ of science and art,
could you not raise enough money to call some
graduates of Indiau Universities 0 come over
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sible for it, Cowards are governed by the
superstitions of the magic majority. The
genuine living soul governs the hearts and
thoughts of the people, let the nominal outward
Ruler' be he who may be.”

13. The conflict of creeds that divides
India be deplored thu

“Oh! What an infinite amount of energy in
the land is just recklessly wasted away in one
sect criticising another sect] Let us try to find
ont the points of contact and emphasize those
between us. There are people whom tbe Arya
Samaj can reach and Sanatana Dharma can-
mot; there are others to whom the Brahmo
Samaj only appeals, and so with Vaishuavism,
etc. What right have 1 to find fault with
those who do mot care for the strength and joy
which my creed brings ?

“Let them come, let them stay or leave. I
fet things flow, just flow. Why should you or
1 try to monopolise sympathizers? My right is
only toserve, to serve them all, to serve those
who love and those who hate (if any). A mother
loves those children the most who are the
weakest and play-the mean. Those who differ
from you, are they all wrong? If so, they also
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Dr. Kailas Nath Katju

I have not had the honour and the
‘privilege of personal acquaintance with. the
vévered Swamiji, bu there is just one tie
between ‘him and we. We come from, ‘the
same—Forman Christian College in Lahore.
When I joined collegs in 1901 Swamiji’s
name was on everybody’s lips. He bad been
o lecturer, T believe, in Mathematics, but
had a short while back renounced the world
and had left Labore, but the Principal and
the Professors and , the . older students
described in glowing language, for the benefit
of the freshmen, what a perconality be was.
Itis agreat mational tragedy thathe was
not spared to us und he was called away so
soon when he was at the prime of his powers
and when he had begun to attract around
him in ever increasing numbers people of
all classes and creeds and communities. His
great message of love and humanity would
‘have been priceless in these days when the
Nation is passing through great tribulations
and sorrows, and suffering, But all great
men, whether living or dead bless their cop-
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forefathers; the society which renounces it
must be destroyed from without, the society

‘in which it dominates must be destroyed
from within.”

Sri 5. K. Patil, President, Bombay Provincial
Congress Committee.

Inmy young days Swami Rama Tirtha
was one of those from whom I derived my
inspiration for the service of my motherland.
There are thousands of young men in this
country whose life-currents must have been
fashioned by the philosophy of this great
thinker of India.

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, Kashmir.

‘The message of Sri Rama Tirtha was
never more needed as today when spite and
hatred rules men’s minds; Humanity must
march along in eternal bonds of fellowship

“and brotherly love. To whatever creed one
may belong the end of life for all men is the
same. Sages like Sri Rama Tirtha have
:shown us the way to avoid clashes and strife
and to go in search of God in the way he did.
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temporaries with their teachings and those:
teachings ever remain as a pole star to guide:
usin oureveryday activities. To everyone
whose heart in these days is sick with sorrow-
and anguish, T draw attention to the sustain-
ing message of the great Swami Rama Tirtha
and ask him to find comfort and sustenance-
in that deep well of universal love to which
Swamiji has invited us all for ever.

Swami Vivekanand and Swami Rema
Tirtha were twin souls who shed lustre om
our country 40 years ago and though many
vears have elapsed since they departed from
this world, theimpressions that they produced:
upon their contemporaries and the spiritual
message which they lLave left behind for
the enlightenment of their countrymen for alt
time, is proving and shall prove everlastingly
an inspiration. Swami Rama Tirtha was a
great soul. The influence of such personali-
ties branscends all time.

Sri B. G. Kher, Premier, Bombay.

There are many lessons t0 be learnt from
the life of Swami Rama Tirtha which was
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Mahatma Gandhi’s Message.

Swami Rama’s teachings have
got to be propagated. He was one
of the greatest souls mot only of
India but of the whole world. I
adore his ideals.

M.X. Gandhi.
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