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- Dear Mr. Al-Sheikh,

SRS THE UNm

Leeds
LS2 9T
Telephone 43135 El

From the . Head of
Department of Modern Arabic Studies

AS/JRG

Mr. M, .El- Sheikh
29 Ruthin Gardens
Cathays

Cardiff CF2 4AU 20th UCtobehf;g;}

‘Thank you for the material and the cassette.

I have checked it carefully and of course found it most interesting. Howu«,;

I am afraid we are unable to use it with\gur students for the following rems

1. The instructions in Arabic are difficult for the average British
student and would take even advanced students more than two hours
to understand the questions and then answer them properly.

~ I do not think therefore that our students would be willing to
- spend all that time, especially when they have a great deal of
work to prepare for their lectures.

2. You will also find that many students of Arabic are not familiar
with the Arabic terminology and will, therefore, need someone to
explain to them the grammatical terms.

3. The quality of the recorded material is not very good:
a. the sound is very weak.

b. it is too fast for non-Arab students.
c. there are 'disturbances' interfering with the'broadcast’.

I think therefore you should:
(a) translate all”the instructions into English.
(b) ask first 1 - 2 students to fill in the questionnaire and
measure the approximate time required. (The maximum time

should not exceed 45 minutes).

(c) write a brief note explaining to the'informants' what you 8r€
. ) . . . . _ ion.
h.fi ! { u((l_mtrymg to achieve in order to guarantee their co-operatic
’

Yours sincerely,

i

r. A. Shivtiel

Department: Avihai Shivtiel,MAM L3
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NIVERSITY OF OXFORD .
1 Telephone No. = Telephone (0865) 27820

10 June 1988

Dear Mr El-Sheikh,

Enclosed are two further test mark-sheets, together with your origina] \
set of questions etc. I'm sorry that it has taken so long, and that there ap,
not more results for you. Two more final-year students had said they woulq
come, but in the end decided that they were too busy. There is considerab)e
pressure on all students, including third-years, at this time.

You asked for my own comments. I found it a very interesting set of
questions, with a comprehensive spread of subject matter and of grammar.
It's evidently designed to test quite a wide range of knowledge. I'm not
quite sure though whether it is intended to test at the end of a course, or
as an assessment before further studies. The students enjoyed the experiency
but agreed that, after spending nearly a year (or in the case of final-years,
probably more) in this country since their return from Egypt, they were out of
practice as regards this kind of work.

Listening (first section): the main difficulty was, as just mentioned, ]
that listening and responding to spoken questions is not really part of the cours
so after the year in Alexandria is over, there isn't enough opportunity to
do this kind of work. Therefore some of the spoken Arabic was a bit fast for
them, and in the longer passages concentration was difficult, (This I would say |
applies also to one's own language ®kemgh, if it is not clear in advance which s: .
the essential points to listen out for). Especially interesting, though harde: ¥
where there were three questions per passage of Arabic. No. 14 was hard to
decipher, though this did not matter since only the subject matter was being
asked for. No. 18 however wa particularly obscure, I'd say not really possible
to hear clearly enough, so anSBne who did answer that question was in fact
guessing rather than using anything in the passage. On the whole, the student:
answering this part were more accustomed to having time to reflect.

Part 2, Grammar: interesting, not too easy, and testing a good variety
of items.

Part 3, longer pieces: good, realistic material, esp. the questions ftv
similar meanings. I liked the choice of subject matter.

and this particularly fbtaht dbectdairid®™ had to xerox dk&”fhe I was ’““/

éy’.
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General: on a technical level, some of the print wasn't very c%ﬁaf: 3
i

t

The students came on a voluntary basis, we did the test at my own homc’
so there was a relaxed atmosphere (We all had tea and basbousa first!) and Qw)
enjoyed it. One or two specifically said that they enjoyed having a test wxd:/
all the questions in Arabic as well, and they wished that they could have don
more of this kind of work over here, as well as in Egypt.

Again, I'm sorry it has not been possible to arrange for a larger nuﬂx:h
of people to do this test. I realise that your time in.Britain is ne§f1Y 
but if you would like me to.use this test on more students at any time in the
future I could do soX 1 assume that the test is '"copyright"
so I shall not use it unless you specifically say that this is allrightC. cudent !
But this, or something similar, could be very useful as an "eXerC%EES,EZT'b def;‘
who have speut time ia the Middle East, 7S (ontd 39% bdr a
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